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dominant clans began to rule in those parts, and without doubt this
tract was one of their most ancient habitations. At the present time
they outnumber every other caste in Bikaner, Kishangarh, and Jodhpur,
and they are regarded as the best cultivators in the country. Socially,
they stand at the head of the widow-marrying castes, and in Bharatpur
and Dholpur they are politically important, as the chiefs of those
States are Jats. In Bikanei the headman of the Godara sept has
the privilege of making the tilak or mark of inauguration on the fore-
head of each new chief of that State, in accordance with a promise
made by Rao Bika when he took parts of the country from them in
the fifteenth century.

The Mahajans or Banias (754,317, or 7-8 per cent, of the population)
are for the most part traders and bankers, some having business con-
nexions all over India, while not a few are in State service. They
are distributed throughout the country, but are proportionately most
numerous in Sirohi, where they form 12-2 per cent, of the population,
and Partabgarh (about n per cent.). The principal caste units are
Agarwal, Oswal, MahesrI, Khandelwal, Saraogi, and Porwal.

The Chamars number 688,023, or 7 per cent, of the population;
they are curriers, tanners, day-labourers, and village menials, and many
are agriculturists. Their name is derived from the Sanskrit charma-
kara, a c worker in leather,' and they claim a Brahmanical origin.
The story runs that five Brahman brothers were cooking their food on
the roadside, when a cow came and died close to the spot. After
some discussion, the youngest brother offered to remove the carcass,
and when he had done so his brethren excommunicated him; and
since then it has been the business of his descendants to remove the
carcasses of cattle. The Chamars are more numerous than any other
caste in the States of Bharatpur, Dholpur, Kotah, and Tonk. In
BIKANER a member of this caste founded a sect about 1830 which
is called after him, Lalgir, and numbers high-caste men among itb
adherents; a brief account will be found in the article on that State.

The Rajputs number 620,229, or 6-4 per cent, of the population.
According to tradition there are two branches of this tribe, the Suraj-
bansi or Solar race, and the Chandrabansi or Lunar race. To these
must be added the Agnikula or Fire group. Surajbansi Rajputs claim
descent from Ikshwaku, son of the Manu Vaivaswat, who was the son
of Vaivaswat, the sun. Ikshwaku is said to have been born from the
nostril of the Manu as he happened to sneeze. The principal clans
of the Solar group are the Sesodia, Rathor, and Kachwaha, of which
the chiefs of Udaipur, Jodhpur, and Jaipur are the respective heads.

The Lunar race affect to be descended from the moon, to whom
they trace their line through Budha or Mercury, the son of Soma.
The principal clans are the Jadon and its branch, the Bhati, represented